
 

 

 

STYRENE BUTADIENE RUBBER 

Styrene butadiene rubber (SBR) is the most widely used synthetic rubber. Emulsion SBR 

contains 23.5% styrene and 76.5% butadiene. SBR is used in tyre production, which 

accounts for 76% of global consumption. Other uses include mechanical goods which 

account for 15%, automotive for 5% and others such as adhesives, floor tiles and shoe 

soles for 4%. Adhesives and chewing gum have been identified as two growing markets 
for SBR applications.  

 ICIS pricing quotes styrene butadiene rubber in Asia-Pacific, Europe and the US.  

 Frequency: 

Published weekly on Wednesday. 

China Reports are published weekly on Thursday. 

SBR (ASIA-PACIFIC) 

Weekly Price assessments: 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Non-Oil Grade 1502 Spot Prices 

·        CIF CHINA MAIN PORT (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        CFR S.E.ASIA (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        CFR INDIA MAIN PORT (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Oil Extended Grade 1712 Spot Prices 

·        CIF CHINA MAIN PORT (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        CFR S.E.ASIA (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        CFR INDIA MAIN PORT (USD/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

SBR (EUROPE) 

Weekly Price Assessments: 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Monthly Contract Prices 

·        FD NWE 1500 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        FD NWE 1723 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        FD NWE 1783 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 



 

 

 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Spot Prices 

·        FD NWE 1500 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        FD NWE 1723 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

·        FD NWE 1783 (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

SBR (US) 

 

Weekly Price Assessments: 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Non-Oil Grade Monthly Contract Prices 

·        1502 FOB USG (US CTS/LB & conversion USD/MT)  

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Oil Extended Grade Monthly Contract Prices 

·        1712 FOB USG (US CTS/LB & conversion USD/MT) 

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Non-Oil Grade Spot Prices 

·        1502 FOB USG (US CTS/LB & conversion USD/MT)  

Styrene Butadiene Rubber Oil Extended Grade Spot Prices 

·        1712 FOB USG (US CTS/LB & conversion USD/MT) 

 

SBR (CHINA)  

Weekly Price Assessments: 

Domestic prices 

EXWH prices of domestic and imported materials from the 1st tier distributors 

 

Non-oil grade SBR-1502 

East China (CNY/MT) 

North China (CNY/MT) 

South China (CNY/MT) 

Northeast China (CNY/MT) 

Oil extended SBR-1712 

East China (CNY/MT) 

North China (CNY/MT) 

South China (CNY/MT) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Import prices 

CIF CMP 

Non-oil grade SBR-1502 (USD/MT) 

Oil extended SBR-1712 (USD/MT) 

 

Note:  

- CIF CMP delivered includes cost, insurance and freight. 

- The 1st distributor refers to traders purchase directly from domestic producers or 

overseas suppliers.  

- EXWH prices of the 1st distributors include value added tax. 

SBR (Europe) 

General Information: 

Assessment window: Price assessments are based on information supplied by market 

participants through the week up to close of business on Wednesday at 1700 hours in 

Singapore, London and Houston, and on Thursday in Shanghai. 

Specification: The European spot quotes cover non-oil grades 1500, 1723 and 1783. The 

monthly quotes are for emulsion grades 1500, 1723, 1783. The Asian and US spot and 
contract quotes cover non-oil grade 1502 and oil-extended grade 1712. 

The spot quotes in the China report cover non-oil grade 1502 and oil-extended 1712. 

Timing: Cargoes loading or delivered four-six weeks forward from the date of 
publication. 

In the China reports, domestic cargoes loading or delivered one week forward from the 

date of publication while international cargoes loading or delivered two-six weeks 
forward from the date of publication. 

Terms: Typically 30-60 days after bill of lading date. 

In the China reports, with regard to the EXWH prices of the 1st tier distributors, it is 

understood that cargoes will only be delivered after payment has been received. China 

CIF prices assume that the buyer holds a letter of credit with terms between 30-90 days, 
delivered 30-60 days after bill of lading date.  

Standard cargo size: Typical volume sizes are 20-25 tonnes in Europe and 50-500 

tonnes in Asia, as well as for US spot deals. US contract prices represent full truckload 

(46,000 lbs) and railcar (180,000 lbs) quantities. 

In the China reports, standard volume size of domestic bagged SBR is 35kg and the 

volume sizes are 5-100 tonnes for deals of the 1st tier distributors in China. 

Assessment basis: The SBR price assessments are based on information gathered 
throughout the week from market participants comprising producers, consumers, traders  



 

 

 

and distributors. The assessment of prices take into consideration buy and sell indications, 

firm bids and offers, notional price discussions and rumoured, reported and confirmed 

deals. In the event of lack of trades, the published price range represents the highest bids 
received and the lowest sell indications of the week.  

The European Styrene Butadiene Rubber monthly contract prices are based on 

information gathered from major European producers that supply the tyre and non-tyre 

industries. For regular, continual business sellers and buyers have set up formula 

contracts. These formula contracts take into consideration the length of the contract, 

quality of the material and quantities ordered when setting the price. The formula 

contracts are also influenced by raw material price movements. The formula contract 

price tends to be higher than freely negotiated or spot material because the quality and 

quantities are guaranteed and to have supply security buyers are willing to pay more.  

 

European Styrene Butadiene Rubber Spot Prices: Spot material generally originates 

from south-eastern Europe, Russia and Asia and it tends to be cheaper than freely 

negotiated or formula contract prices. When volumes free up or sellers aim to destock, 

they lower prices and shift volumes, hence spot prices tend to be lower. In addition, when 

the Russian market is long and Asian demand is weak, Russian material is shifted to 

Europe at a lower price. When the market is tight, spot material becomes less available. 

In Asia, factors such as deep-sea cargo movements, supply/demand balance, plant 

operating rates, feedstock and derivative markets, and general market sentiment, are also 
taken into account. Domestic prices in China are discussed in the text.  

ICIS excludes Russian origin material from the two CIF China assessments. 

Tax-inclusive EXWH prices of the 1st tier distributors are discussed in China price 

assessments. North China refers to Tianjin and Hebei, east China to Shanghai, Zhejiang, 

Jiangsu and Shandong, south China to Guangdong and Fujian and northeast China to 
Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoninxi. 

The European and US contract and spot price ranges are assessed following verification 

from major buyers and sellers in the respective regions. European price quotations are 

published on a free delivered (FD) basis and incorporate discussions and confirmed deals 
across the region.  

European quarterly contracts were replaced by monthly contracts in January 2011.   

US spot ranges are before discounts and price assessments are published on an FOB USG 
basis and incorporate discussions and confirmed deals across the region.  

The reports offer market commentary that includes details of traced transactions, news on 

the supply/demand balance, export/import information, contract price negotiations and 

general sentiment for price direction. Where applicable there is product information, 

comments on upstream and downstream market developments, notably in the tyre market, 
and general market intelligence. 
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