
 

 

 

 

ETHANOLAMINES 

Ethanolamines including monoethanolamine (MEA), diethanolamine (DEA) and 

triethanolamine 99% (TEA) find a variety of applications across several sectors of the 

industry. They yield soaps when combined with fatty acids; are used as solvents, 

plasticising agents, corrosion inhibitors, humectants, conditioning agents and glyphosates. 

Other uses come in various chemical synthesis processes; in the production of surface-

active agents for detergents and personal care products; as agrochemicals; cement 

additives; metal working and oilfield chemicals; and also for a wide range of other 

applications like the production of polyurethanes, biocides, cosmetics and electronic 

chemicals. 

TEA comes in two forms – 85% (technical) and 99% (pure).  

 

ICIS pricing quotes ethanolamines in Europe and Asia. 

 

Frequency: 

Published weekly on Wednesdays. 

 

Ethanolamines (Europe) 

Mono Ethanolamine (MEA) monthly contract price 

 FD NWE (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

Di Ethanolamine (DEA) monthly contract price  

 FD NWE (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

Tri Ethanolamine 99% (TEA) monthly contract price 

 FD NWE (EUR/MT & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 

Ethanolamines (Asia) 

Mono Ethanolamine (MEA) weekly spot price (drums) 

 CIF INDIA (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 CIF SE ASIA (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 CIF CHINA* (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 EX-WAREHOUSE EAST CHINA (CNY/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

Di Ethanolamine (DEA) weekly spot price (drums) 

 CIF INDIA (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 CIF SE ASIA (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 CIF CHINA* (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 EX-WAREHOUSE EAST CHINA (CNY/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

Tri Ethanolamines 99% (TEA) weekly spot price (drums) 

 CIF SE ASIA (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 CIF CHINA* (USD/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 EX-WAREHOUSE EAST CHINA (CNY/TONNE & conversion to US CTS/LB) 

 

* The CIF CHINA quote reflects a zero anti-dumping duty (ADD) basis, while subject to 

an import duty of 6.5%. Cargoes subject to differing ADD or exempted from import 

tariffs will be included in the assessment after being normalised to the zero ADD and 

6.5% import duty basis. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

General Information: 

 

Assessment window: Price assessments are based on information supplied by market 

participants through the week up to close of business on Wednesdays at 1700 hours in 

London and in Singapore. 

. 

Specifications: ICIS pricing quotes MEA and TEA grades typically at a minimum 99% 

purity by mass. DEA is quoted at a minimum 98% purity by mass. 

 

Timing: Cargoes loading or delivered four-to-six weeks forward from the date of 

publication except for domestic business in China, which is for immediate delivery of up 

to three days. 

 

Terms: In Europe, standard terms are 30-60 days after bill of lading date. 

 

Payment terms for spot cargoes in Asia are on a letter of credit (L/C) 60 or 90-day basis. 

Domestic spot business in China is based on cash on delivery or cashier’s order; deals 

concluded on 60-90 day credit will be converted to cash equivalent prices before they are 

factored into the assessment.  

 

Standard cargo size: In Europe, bulk tanker trucks typically defining 20-30tonnes. 

Annual volumes purchased in Europe are typically 1,000-3,000 tonnes. 

 

In Asia, price quotes are for drummed cargoes unless otherwise stated. One drum is 

equivalent to 230-240 kg. A container can usually hold up to 80 drums. For the Chinese 

domestic market, the standard transaction in east China is 10-20 tonnes ex-warehouse. 

 

Assessment basis: The Europe ethanolamines assessments represent gross prices – 

encompassing monthly contract prices – for bulk tanker truck deliveries.  

 

Europe historically has seen imports from the US and Asian markets, although rising 

demand in these regions has reduced the influx of imported material in recent years. 

Demand for MEA in the US has been boosted by increased requirements for ammoniacal 

copper quaternary, used in the manufacture of wood preservatives. The increased demand 

was prompted by legislation in 2004 banning the residential use of ammoniacal copper 

arsenate (ACA) and chromated copper arsenate (CCA). 

 

In Asia, the ethanolamines report assesses prices for drummed cargoes into China, 

southeast Asia, India and in the Chinese domestic market. Transactions for bulk or iso-

tank cargoes, if heard in the market, will be mentioned in the text of the report.  

 

China has levied a 5.3-74% anti-dumping duty (ADD) on MEA and DEA import cargoes 

since 2004 (revised in 2008 and renewed for another five years in 2010) from Taiwan 

(5.3%), Malaysia (9%), US (20-74%) and Japan (7.3%). Mexican and Iranian cargoes 

have since November 2010 been exempted from ADD. No ADD has been imposed on 

TEA imports into China.  

 

Meanwhile, southeast Asia cargoes are exempted from 6.5% import duty under the 

Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) free trade agreement which took 

effect 1 January 2009. 



 

 

 

 

For the CIF China quote, prices are normalised to a zero ADD, while subject to import 

duties of 6.5% for MEA, DEA and TEA. Cargoes subject to differing ADD will be 

included in the assessment after their ADDs have been normalised to the zero ADD basis. 

Southeast Asian cargoes exempted from import tariffs will also be included in the 

assessment after their import tariffs have been normalised to  6.5% basis. 

 

In the Chinese domestic market, the price assessments refer to drummed cargoes traded 

between producers/distributors/first-tier traders and their customers. Chinese domestic 

prices include a 17% of value added tax (VAT).  

 

The report offers market commentary that includes details of confirmed transactions, 

news on the supply/demand balance, export/import information news, contract price 

negotiations and general sentiment for price direction. Where applicable there is product 

information, comments on up and downstream market developments and general market 

intelligence. The report text carries pricing information on ethanolamine feedstocks 

ethylene oxide, ethylene, and ammonia. 
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